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| Finding Your Irish Roots

Finding Your Irish Ancestors Starts At Home

“Irish American genealogists need to determine their ancestors’ exact origins in Ireland

before they can begin researching Irish Records.” - Marie Daley, “Successful Strategies”, NEHGS

“For descendants of Irish emigrants the locality (of origin) is often one of the most

difficult things to discover” — John Grenham, Tracing Your Irish Ancestors 4t Ed., p. XXI
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When Did They Leave??

Knowing when they left can help to pinpoint

- where they came from
- likely ports of arrival

- where they settled
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18t Century Immigration to U.S. Colonies (1717-1775)

1717-1718 From Northern Ireland to Boston (over 8,000)
- then into interior New England, some to PA & SC
1725-1729 Drought & 3 years of poor harvests
- mainly to Southeast PA
1740-1741 Famine (400,000 die in 1740 alone)
- to PA then into Shenandoah Valley
- movement also begins into NC & SC piedmont
1771-1775 Revolts over “rack-renting” lead to mass evictions
- 25,000 sent to American colonies

- many are Ulster Presbyterians

Historical estimates: - by 1776 half of Ulster (Presbyterian) has gone to N. America
- 1in 7 U.S. colonists are Ulster Irish

Source: “Irish Emigration to North America: Before During and After the Famine’; Paul Milner, 7 Apr 2011 NERGC
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Finding Your Irish Roots

Where the Scots-Irish Settled
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| Finding Your Irish Roots

Pre-Famine Immigration in the early 19t Century (1783-1845)

Scots-Irish (post-Revolutionary War) at 5,000 / year
many to Canada
continue to flow into PA, NC, SC but also KY, TN, OH

After 1800 Catholic migration begins again
- both Protestant & Catholic emigrants are choosing to leave
- reasonably well-off with the means to seek a better life
- often bring valuable skills with them

-~ Extracted from “Irish Emigration to North America: Before During and After the Famine’; Paul Milner, 7 Apr 2011 NERGC
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The Great Famine (1845 — 1851)

Main U.S. entry is now NYC (South Side Pier; 1856 Castle Garden opens)
Canadian entry at quarantine stations

- Quebec: Grosse Ile

- Nova Scotia: Partridge Island

Immigrants are destitute, starving and sick
- resources are overwhelmed in U.S. & Canada

- large numbers of orphans

About 1.3 million people emigrate between 1841 — 1850
- 70% go to U.S.
- 28% go to Canada

- 2% go to Australia

~ Extract from “Irish Emigration to North America: Before During and After the Famine’, Paul Milner, 7 Apr 2011 NERGC
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Where the Irish Went

Destination of Overseas Emigrants
from Ireland 1821-1920
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Unlike the rest of this site, this chart is declared to be in the public domain.
Note: This graph does not include those who emigrated to England, Scotland and Wales. See below.

By 1851 in Canada, the Irish now outnumber the British & Scottish, combined.

Sources: The Ireland Story, www.wesleyjohnston.com and Paul Milner, “Irish Immigration to N. America”
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Population Density of Irish Catholics in 1870 U.S. Census
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Difficulties:

e In 19t Century U.S. records — often required only country of origin

e Common surnames & common first names

e Surnames had many spellings

e  Stated port of embarkation often given to answer “where from?”

e Immigrant Irish in U.S. were very mobile — moved to the work
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Advantages:

Most came as families
e Had friends & relatives as local sponsors in U.S.
e Chain migration continued for decades
e Surnames often closely linked to specific location
Barony = Clan = Local Surnames
e Irish were “joiners” — so lots of associations to search for mention

e The records are in English!!
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Key questions:

e How was the name spelled when they first arrived?
e When did they arrive?
e  Where did they arrive?
e  What was first address??
e  What was their status?
- single or married?
- as part of a family or extended family?

- were there kids? (who was youngest & oldest?)

Which religion? (Catholic, Presbyterian, COI, other?)

These facts are critical for finding the home they left in Ireland
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Societies and Organizations

Political Parties
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Societies and Organizations

Church groups
- parish councils
- lists of priests and nuns

- church anniversaries publications

Associations

- Local Irish societies

- AOH (Ancient Order of the Hibernians) & Knights of Columbus
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Newspaper notices

Boston Pilot & New York Herald ran ads for decades (1831-1921)
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Called “The Search for Missing Friends”
- Boston College database
- AmericanAncestors.org,
- NYPL.org (etc.)
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Financial Records

Banks specializing in lending to Irish immigrants

- Emigrant Savings Bank of New York
- Boston Five Cent Savings Bank
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Insurance Associations

- Catholic Order of the Foresters
60,000+ members
Often Irish

(see www.tiarra.ie)
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Well-worn pathways

An example:
- Kilkenny south to Waterford & New Ross
- Then to New Brunswick or Quebec --- > U.S.

Forced Migration

— rent strikes and forced evictions (sometimes thousands at once)

Sponsored Migration

- many cases of assistance (charity, landowners, gov't)
- Thomas Talbot settles 20,000 Protestants near Lake Erie (Canada)
- Vere Foster & James Hack Tucke help 30,000 in 1880's
http://www.jbhall.freeservers.com/1856_emigrants.htm
- Single women sponsored by Foster
1850-1900 largest migration of single women in history
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Civil Registration

Non-Catholic marriages: beginning 1845
Births and Deaths, and all Marriages: beginning 1864




Civil marriage registration

Marriage of Stephen Burke

and Margaret Barret
1 May 1864
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Civil Registration

FamilySearch and Family History Library

Volunteer  Get Help '
=]
IJ6:]f-'amil.ysea'l’d'l Family Tree Memories Search Sign In | Sign Up for Fre
RECORDS GENEALOGIES CATALOG BOOKS WIKI
Filter by collection name Historical Record Collections 8 collections
Collection name ] *= Recently added or updated
Title « Records Last Updated
Place Ireland Births and Baptisms, 1620-1881 5,340,494 26 Mar 2012
i Unked]Kingdomiandifie and](E) B Ireland Marriages, 1619-1898 430,834 10 Mar 2012
v Ireland (8) x
:;:‘;""e' sl B ireland, Calendar of Wills and Administrations, 18581920 518,567 07 Jun 2013
Date Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes, 1845-1958 23,023,320 07 Mar 2013
» Pre 1700 (2) Ireland, Deaths, 1864-1870 51,248 07 Mar 2013
» 1700 - 1749 (2)
» 1750 - 1799 (3) BIreland, Landed Estate Court Files, 1850-1885 682,055 17 Dec 2012
» 1800 - 1849 (5)
» 1850 - 1899 (8) ,, : H R
» 1900 - 1949 (3) A Ireland, Prison Registers, 1790-1924 3,127,594 26 Jun 2012
1950 t t
: o present () B Ireland, Tithe Applotment Books, 1814-1855 753,024 01Aug 2013
Collections

Index online: 1845-1958

Microfilm:  Births 1864-1880, 1900-1955
Marriages 1845-1870
Deaths: 1864-1870
Northern Ireland: 1922-1959




General Records Office (GRO)
Republic of Ireland
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I Inside GRQO, Dublin I
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General Records Office, Northern Ireland
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Church Records

Date of Marriage:

o Irish Family History
Foundation il

Denomination:

www.rooftsireland.ie Occapation
Age:

o Insh Genealogy — —
www.irishgenealogy.ie Jo

Denomination:

o Family History Library s
microfilm o

Denomination:
Occupation:

Husband's Mother Wife's Mother
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NLI Reading Room
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PRONI

Public Records Office, Northern Ireland




Cemeteries

Historicgraves la—

Explore, protect, promote
EXPLORE SEARCH ENGAGE ABOUT US

A community based heritage project which digitally records Local stories uniting to form a national and become an
and publishes historic graveyard surveys and stories. resource with a global audience. Historicgraves Transcriber.

RECENT BLOG POSTS

Beyond the Grave Conference, Li...

| met digital historian Sharon Slater
(http://limerickslife.com/) for coffee yesterday and
she briefed me on plans for the Beyon... Read
more

. -
RECENT/ GRAVEYARDS

Convent of the Sisters of Mercy Ceme...

Town/location: Templemore 55 > . . W

i :Ti | -

Province (County): Tipperary 1B Headstone in Bawnaknockane, Co. Cork
View graveyard

IHS symbol on a partially eroded nineteenth century headstone.

View more







Irsh Property Records

o Tithe Applotment (1823-1838)

o Valuation House Books (1830s-1864)

o Griffith’s Valuation (1847-1864)

o Valuation Revision Books (1860-1970)

o Landed Estate Court Rentals (1860-18%0)
o Registry of Deeds (1708-onward)

o Land Registry (1892-onward)

o Estate Records (1600s-1800s+)




VALUATION OF TENEMENTS. 19
- NORTH WARD—PARISH OF ST, NICEHOLAS.
No. and Letters Names, Rateabls Annoal Valuation, | Toml Anumal
of Referenceto . Description of Tenement. Ares oF il o
Townlands and Occupiers, Immediste Lessors, Land. Buildings. Property.
i
TOWNPARKS—con, 4 R PRl £y od|lLad|l £aoaqg
TOWN OF GALWAY.
UPPER ABBEY-GATE-ST.—
continued.
- 15 | Vacant, . . « | Andrew Kirwan, « | Ho.,off,, yard, & gard 0 012 010 0f 13 0 of 13 10 ¢
- 16 [ Samuel Beard, . [ Michael Hughes, .| House, conch-factory,
oflices and yard, . —_ — 3 0 0 33 ¢ o
- <t Samuel Beard, . . Same, . [ Officcand yard (inrere), —_ — 210 0) =230 o
= +gbydichael Hughes, .| Rev, Henry Marshall, | Office Gnrere), . . - — 160f 150
- ¥ Catherine Flatley, . Same, . Soap-factory, offices, &
. yard (in reve), . . - - 1000[1000
- T8— Lodgers, . . .|3Michael Hughes, . ouse, . . . —_ —_ 210 ¢ 210 0
Y —19t021 |. . . . o= . - . +| Ruins, . . . —_— - _ —_
- 22 |Vacant, . . .|Reps.—— Durke, . House, office, and yard, —_ _ 17 0 0} 17 0 o
- 23 |Jumes Relly, . .J-° Same, . . ouse, . , . -_ - 210 0 210 0
cs:\n'anlx»msund.)
= —2t—1 Michael Carroll, « | John Blakeney, « | Forge and yard, . — —_ 300 300
- 25 |John Oliver, . . Oliver Martin, . . House, office, and yard,| —_ —_ 120 6 12 0 o
- 26 | William Wylde, « | Immediate Lessor, . House, offico, and yard,| _ 22 0 0] 22 0 ¢
- 27 | Jas.& William Wallace,| Andrew Coen, . . Honuse. office, and yard, —_ 9 00 90 0
- 28 [ Walter Martin, . . Same, . Home,umcc,nndyurd. —_ 900 90 0
- 28~tJohn Oliver, . - | Robert Bodkin, . - | Store and yard, . . —_ 16 0 0] 16 0 o
- 30 {William Walsh,. . | Nicholas Smith, « | House, .o - — 1 00| 100
- 81 |Lodgers, . . Same, . .|House, . . . - —_ 315 0 315 o
Here Market-street intersects.
- 82 |John dMurphy, . .| Robert Bodkin,. . House, . , . —_ - 800 800
Voeamt, .7 . || William G. Murray, . | Houso S}mﬂ of), . — 510 0 510 0
- 83 [ Jobn Kirwan, . . Same, . " .| House (part of), . —_ 11 0 0| 11 0 o
- William G, Murray, . | Robert Bodkin, . . Ho. (pt. of), offs., & yd| — 2 0 0 20 0 o
- 84 | Maria Malone, . - | William G. Murray, . House, office, and yard,| —_ 2 00| 22 90 0
- 35 | Thomas Flynn,, . Same, .~ . House and yard, . — —_ 18 0 0] 18 0 o
- 36 [Joseph Roche, . . Same, . Ho, off,, & yard (in rere),| — — 610 o 610 o
(| Rotrick Smyth, . . | Nicholas Smyth, .| Houso (paregf)y - - singal
Nicholas Smuth oo Tamas'T
WILLIAM-STREET
v
(North-west end).
= 1t29 ((Valued in South Ward.)
o 03 .
- 30 | Michael Usher, . - | Francis White, . .| House, . . . —_— —_ 18 0 0| 18 0 ¢
.
- 81 | Peter Rabbitt, . . Same, . +| House, . . . —_ —_ 17 0 0) 17 0 o
.
- 32 | Jobn Grealy and Son, | Martin J. Blake, - | House and yard, . —_ — 45 0 0] 45 0 o
- 1
= ) 33 {Thomas Keegan, .| Charles O'Mallo » +| House, office, and yard, —_ —_— 20 0 0) 20 ¢ ¢
N »
34 }Jobn Burke, . .| lartinJ. Blake, - | House, oftices, andyard, — — 28 0 0| 23 g ¢
serre - .
=/ 85 [ Barth. Killian and Co., Same, . House, offices,and yard, — —-— 52 0 0| 52 0 ¢ .
- g o
Here Corrib-street tnlerse,cls, s spuan L Houss, ., = =100 16 oo
an ~ L2 2 - Charles Kane, . . e, -|House, . — — 16 0 0f 16 9 o
- James Hayes, . . Same, - | House and yard, — - 16 0 0| 18 0 ¢
- Patrick Greany, B Same, . «|House, . |, - —_ 170 0] 17 0 ¢
- - Richard Semple, . Smme, . .| House and yard, . _ — 16 0 0f 18 0 o
- Mary Owens, . . Bridget Cakill, . .| House and offiee, —_ —_ 18 00 18 00
- Mary Owens, . « | Constantine Burke, , Oftice, . . _ —_ L0o0] 19009
- Richard Semple, « { Augustine Scmple, . | Houso and yard, —_ - 120012 09
- Augustine Semple, .  Elizabeth  Woodeock
and Sisters, , - | House, offices,andyard,| —_ —_ 35 0 0| a5 0 o
- 49 | Mary Coleman, . . Same, . kH{ﬂme,olﬁces.nndyurd, —_ —_ 2 0 0f 29 9 ¢
Locke S. Mangan, louse (part of), - - 18 0 0} 18 9 o
. - wf Tohn Guaming - §| Moty Coleman, Houso "mé’r)), - — Juoofiuog
- 51 | Thos. Bodkin and Son,| Elizabeth  Woodeack .
and Sisters, , . House, offices, andyard, —_ — 38 0 0] 38 0 o
- 52 | Myles Ward, . Some, . . House, . .= . —_ - 26 0 .nl 2 0 0




Griffith’'s Valuation

(aka Primary Valuation of Tenements)

o Ask About Ireland (free)
o Find My Past ($)
o Origins.net ($)

(Origins includes OS maps from the fime of
the valuation for Republic of Ireland)

o Ancestry.com ($)




Ask About Ireland

Ask about Ireland

About us Links Contact us Accessibility

About Us Links Contact Us Accessibility

Reading Room Learning Zone Libraries ENFO

Griffith’s Valuation

The Primary Valuation was the first full-scale valuation of

property in Ireland. It was overseen by Richard Criffith and
published between 1847 and 1864. It is one of the most
important surviving 19th century genealogical sources.

Search

Home | Griffith's Valuation

Family Name Search Place Name Search Name Books Search Search Tips Upload About GV Maps Read More

Use this form to search for a particular family name in Griffith's Valuation

Step 1 - Mandatory Step 2 - Optional

First, enter a family name (and a first name, if you Then choose a county, and (optionally) a Barony, Poor Law Union, and/or

wish) Parish

andior (garony 1) @

g e smiarnanes @ ! [ County J (e 1) O q scocn
What's New? eBoo Parish + [ 2]

For a more powerful placename search, and to find everyone who lived in a particular place, use the Place Name Search option.

's Valuation material (digital images and index) is Copyright of (c)2003 OMS L Ltd, E Ltd and the Natk Library of Ireland.

A Changing Libraries Initiative - This site and all content is made i under 4 ights. See this for details.

Suggoned bx the DeBarlmenl of the Environment Commun'u and Loc;isovemment







Williams Street, Galway




William Street, Galway




FHL and Nafional Archives
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I National Archives Ireland I

Tithe Applotment (1823-1838)

lotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie




National Archives Ireland

CENSUS OF IRELAND, 1901.
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Valuation
Revision
Books

(aka
Cancelled
Land Books)

Republic of Ireland:
Valuation Office
Northern Ireland:
Online, PRONI
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Reqistry of

Starting 1708

Deeds,

Dublin

Photo: David Rencher




Landed Estates Court Rentals

these include information about more
than 500,00 tenants on 8,000+ estates,
sometimes back into the 1700s.

o Available at National Archives of Ireland,
and at PRONI.

o Printed for the sale of bankrupt estates, l

o Indexes available online at Find My Past
and FamilySearch.




1600s-1800s+

Estate Records

o National Library of Ireland
o National Archives Ireland
o PRONI

NUI Galway

(o) LOCO' RepOSiTOrieS N O Gaillim

o Private ownership ==

ded Estates Database »
- Home Page

= More Information

- Estates A-Z

- Families A-Z

LANDED ESTATES DATABASE

CONNACHT AND MUNSTER LANDED ESTATES DATABASE

The Connacht and Munster Landed Estates project, funded by
the Irish Council for Research in the Humanities and Social
Sciences and the Programme for Research in Third Level
Institutions ively, L the h for, and the

of, a ive and i d guide to

- Houses A-Z

- Reference Sources

-~ Images

- Map

- Search

e

MOORE

I NSTITUTE
INSTITIUID de MORA

landed estates and historic houses in Connacht and Munster, c.
1700-1914. The aim of the guide is to assist and support
researchers working on the social, economic, political and
cultural history of these provinces from ¢.1700 to 1914.

The project involved the distillation and collation of data from a
broad range of historical sources, and the concise codification of
these data on an estate/name basis. The optimum use of the
data ined that the database be published in el i
form. Full details of the sources used can be viewed under

in the datab: See the Help link for further
details on the creation of the database.

The Project was hosted by the Moore Institute for Research in
the Humanities and Social Sciences at the National University of
Ireland, Galway.

Project Principal: Prof. Gearsid O Tuathaigh.
Researchers: Ms. Marie Boran & Ms. Brigid Clesham.
Technical Adviser: Mr. Joe Desbonnet.

The project can be contacted via email: info@landedestates.ie

Glenmore House (Attishane, Co. Mayo)

Finavarra House (Co. Clare)

N




Estate Records

Account Books
Rent rolls
Leases

Poll Books
Letters




Rent roll, 1841
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Local Repositories

Galway
County
Councll
Archives

»»»»»»»»




Ollscotl na hEireann, Gaillimh

National University of Ireland, Galway

Local Repositories




Local Repositories

Local Genealogy
Centers




More....

o Wills and Administrations Indexes

o Newspapers

o City Directories

o Select Committee on Fictitious Votes records
o William Smith O’'Brien Petition

o Petty Sessions Court Records

o Irish dog license registers




| Finding Your Irish Roots

Thank you!

Vermont Genealogy Library 3/19/14




